Scripture

When selecting a scripture for a memorial service you may choose one of
significance in your life or the life of your loved one. It may be one that has
been shared with you or you may find one marked in the bible of your loved
one. God provides us richly with celebration of life and comfort in His
Word. Below are a few familiar or frequently selected scriptures that you
may choose to use.

Psalm 21:2-6

You have granted him the desire of his heart and have not withheld the request of his
lips. You welcomed him with rich blessings and placed a crown of pure gold on his
head. He asked you for life, and you gave it to him—Ilength of days, for ever and ever.
Through the victories you gave, his glory is great; you have bestowed on him splendor
and majesty. Surely you have granted him eternal blessings and made him glad with the
joy of your presence.

Psalm 23

The Lord is my Shepherd, | shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures, He leads me beside quiet water, He restores my soul. He guides me in paths
of righteousness for His name’s sake. Even though | walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint
my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the
days of my life, and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Psalm 27

The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall | fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life—of whom shall | be afraid? When evil men advance against me to
devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall.
Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me,
even then will | be confident. One thing | ask of the LORD, this is what | seek: that | may
dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the
LORD and to seek him in his temple. For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in
his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a
rock. Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; at his
tabernacle will | sacrifice with shouts of joy; | will sing and make music to the LORD.
Hear my voice when | call, O LORD; be merciful to me and answer me. My heart says
of you, "Seek his face!" Your face, LORD, | will seek. Do not hide your face from me, do
not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper. Do not reject me or
forsake me, O God my Savior. Though my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will
receive me. Teach me your way, O LORD; lead me in a straight path because of my
oppressors. Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, for false witnesses rise up
against me, breathing out violence. | am still confident of this: | will see the goodness of
the LORD in the land of the living. Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait
for the LORD.



Psalm 139

O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when | sit and when |
rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down;
you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it
completely, O LORD. You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand
upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. Where can
| go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence? If | go up to the heavens,
you are there; if | make my bed in the depths, you are there. If | rise on the wings of the
dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right
hand will hold me fast. If | say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become
night around me," even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the
day, for darkness is as light to you. For you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother's womb. | praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully
made; your works are wonderful, | know that full well. My frame was not hidden from
you when | was made in the secret place. When | was woven together in the depths of
the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written
in your book before one of them came to be. How precious to me are your thoughts, O
God! How vast is the sum of them! Were | to count them, they would outnumber the
grains of sand. When | awake, | am still with you. If only you would slay the wicked, O
God! Away from me, you bloodthirsty men! They speak of you with evil intent; your
adversaries misuse your name. Do | not hate those who hate you, O LORD, and abhor
those who rise up against you? | have nothing but hatred for them; | count them my
enemies. Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious
thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: a time to
be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to
heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time
to mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time
to embrace and a time to refrain, a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep
and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a
time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.
What does the worker gain from his toil? | have seen the burden God has laid on men.
He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of
men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from the beginning to end. | know that
there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they live. That
everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil-this is the gift of God. |
know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and
nothing take from it God does it so that men will revere him. Whatever is has already
been, and what will be has been before; and God will call the past to account.

Isaiah 43:1-3

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you. Fear not, for | have redeemed you; |
have called you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters | will be
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For | am the Lord
you God, your Savior.



Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. | say to myself, “The Lord is my
portion; therefore | will wait for him.” The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to
the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. For men
are not cast off by the Lord forever. Though he brings grief, he will show compassion,
so great is his unfailing love. For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to the
children of men.

John 5:24-27

| tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal
life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. | tell you the
truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son
of God and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has
granted the Son to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to judge because
he is the Son of Man.

Luke 7:11-13

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd
went along with him. As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being
carried out — the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from
the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said,
“Don’t Cry.”

John 11:17-27

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.
Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus
was coming she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. *“Lord,” Martha said to
Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But | know that even
now God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
Jesus said to her, “| am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of
God, who was to come into the world.”

John 14:1-6

“Do not let your hearts be trouble. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’'s house
are many rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going there to prepare a
place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to
be with me that you also may be where | am. You know the way to the place where |
am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’'t know where you are going, so how can
we know the way?” Jesus answered, “| am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.”



1 Corinthians 2:9
However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love him”

1 Corinthians 15:42-44

“So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is
raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it
is raised in power,; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.”

2 Corinthians 5:1-5

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God,
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Here indeed we groan, and long
to put on our heavenly dwelling, so that by putting it on we may not be found naked.

For while we are still in this tent, we sigh with anxiety; not that we would be unclothed,
but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a
guarantee.

Philippians 1:21
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

Romans 8:38-39
For | am convinced that neither height no depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



